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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE PANAMA 3098 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMENISTAS PLAN ARIAS' RETURN 

REF: PANAMA 2833 

1 . A DELEGATION OF PANAMENISTA PARTY LEADERS IS TRAVELING 
TO MIAMI MAY 5 TO PLAN THE RETURN TO PANAMA OF THEIR EXILED 
LEADER, FORMER PRESIDENT ARNULFO ARIAS, NOW THAT GEN. TORRIJOS 
HAS OPENED THE DOOR TO ALL EXILES. AS REPORTED REFTEL, THERE 

IS A POSSBILITY THAT ARIAS WILL ENTER PANAMA VIA COSTA RICA, 

FOR A "TRIMUMPHAL MARCH" THROUGH THE COUNTRY TO PANAMA CITY 
SOMETIME IN MID-MAY. 

2. THE PANAMENISTA PARTY HAS ALSO PROVIDED THE EMBASSY A 
COPY OF A TELEGRAM SENT TO PRESIDENT CARTER ASKING HIM NOT 
TO COME TO PANAMA, ARGUING THAT HIS PRESENCE AT THE EXCHANGE 
OF INSTRUMENTS OF TREATY RATIFICATION WOULD CONSTITUTE IN- 
TERVENTION IN INTERNAL PANAMANIAN AFFAIRS. 
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